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going to hold them to account. You just got 
to understand that. 

I would give—if, in fact, Syria is trying to 
stop suiciders, I will give them credit, of 
course. I hope that’s the case. It’s certainly 
one way to begin to earning better relations 
with the United States, is to stop the expor-
tation of suiciders who go kill innocent peo-
ple. 

I’m looking forward to the trip. I’m glad 
you’re going. 

President’s Legacy 
Ms. Bilbassy Charters. Me too. Finally, 

how do you want the people in the Middle 
East to remember you, sir? 

The President. History is odd. I will be 
long gone before the true history of the Bush 
administration is written. I’m still reading 
analyses of Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency. I 
would hope, at least, at the very minimum, 
people would say that George W. Bush re-
spected my religion and has great concern 
for the human condition; that he hurts when 
he sees poverty and hopelessness; that he’s 
a realistic guy, because he understands that 
the only way that these extremists who mur-
der the innocent can recruit is when you 
find—when they find hopeless situations— 
they have no vision that’s positive; and that 
he helped present an alternative, and that 
was one based upon liberty and the rights 
of men and women in a just and free society. 
That’s how I hope you remember me. 

Ms. Bilbassy Charters. Thank you very 
much, sir, for your time and for your gen-
erosity. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:37 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the 
Palestinian Authority; Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert and former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel; Gen. Michel Sleiman, commander, Leb-
anese Armed Forces; President Bashar al-Asad of 
Syria; President Nicolas Sarkozy and former Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France; Prime Minister 
Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; Adm. William J. Fallon, 
USN, commander, U.S. Central Command; and 
Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding gen-
eral, Multi-National Force—Iraq. The transcript 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on January 6. 

Remarks at Horace Greeley 
Elementary School in Chicago, 
Illinois 
January 7, 2008 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thank you very much for coming. I 
am so honored to be at Horace Greeley. Peo-
ple say, ‘‘Why would you want to come to 
Horace Greeley?’’ Because it’s a center of 
excellence. It’s a place for this country to re-
alize what is possible when you have a good 
principal that’s supported by the community, 
when you’ve got teachers who work hard and 
students willing to learn. 

Coming with me today is the Secretary of 
Education, Margaret Spellings. Madam Sec-
retary, I’m honored you’re here. She’s—she 
and I share the same philosophy. It starts 
with our refusal to accept school systems that 
do not teach every child how to read and 
write and add and subtract and our firm be-
lief that local folks can figure out the best 
way to chart a path to excellence. 

I’m proud that Congressman Rahm Eman-
uel is here. Mr. Congressman, thank you. As 
you know, we’re from different political par-
ties. [Laughter] But we share a common con-
cern, and that is doing what’s right for Amer-
ica. Both of us understand that educational 
excellence is not a partisan issue; it is an issue 
that is important for the future of this coun-
try. So, Congressman, I’m proud you’re here. 

I’m also proud to be here with His Honor, 
Mayor Daley. I’ve come to know the mayor 
over 7 years of being your President. The 
first thing I learned about him: It’s better 
to have him for you than against you when 
you run for office. [Laughter] He loves his 
city, and he’s, in my judgment, one of our 
Nation’s best mayors. He also has taken ad-
vantage of a reform that gave mayors the ca-
pability of setting the tone and the pace for 
education in our big cities. Some of the best 
reforms in America have taken place when 
the mayor has taken the lead, and, Mr. 
Mayor, you have certainly taken the lead. 

And I’m proud of your passion. I can re-
member visiting with you earlier on—about 
education, before No Child Left Behind 
came into being. And the mayor had this 
strong sense and strong feeling that this 
country needed to do something differently 
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if we wanted to make sure every child got 
a good education. 

I’m proud to be here with Rufus Williams. 
He’s a Chicago Board of Education man. I 
appreciate you being here, Rufus. And I also 
want to thank Arne Duncan. These two men 
are very much involved in making sure that 
if something is working, it is enhanced, and 
if something is not working, it is changed for 
the sake of our children. Every good 
school—every school that succeeds—by the 
way, it’s a blue ribbon school. So I asked 
Margaret—like, I remember coming up; ev-
erybody was a blue ribbon school. I don’t 
know if you remember those days. It was 
kind of a feel-good era. Just say, okay, you’re 
a blue ribbon school, and everybody feels 
better about education. 

There’s less than 300 blue ribbon schools 
across America this year. I think—what did 
you say, 13—— 

Secretary of Education Margaret 
Spellings. Two hundred and thirty-nine 
public schools. 

The President. Two thirty-nine public 
schools are blue ribbon schools and maybe 
a dozen here in the State of Illinois. This 
is one of the blue ribbon schools. It’s a blue 
ribbon school because it’s excelling; it’s meet-
ing standards. And one of the reasons is, it’s 
got a fine principal in Carlos. I’m proud to 
be with you, Carlos. Carlos understands that 
we have got to set high standards for our 
children and work with the teachers to 
achieve those standards. 

I was honored to go to some of the classes. 
It was—it’s exciting to go back to the class-
room. One of my messages is to the teachers: 
America can’t thank you enough for teaching. 
It’s truly important to—for our teachers to 
be thanked. It’s also important for parents 
to be involved, and for those of you who are 
parents, thank you for being here today. 

Tomorrow is the sixth anniversary of the 
day that I signed the No Child Left Behind 
Act into law. And since that day, we’ve come 
a long way. Fewer students are falling be-
hind. People are beginning to get used to 
the notion that there’s accountability in the 
public school system. Look, I recognize some 
people don’t like accountability. In other 
words, accountability says, if you’re failing, 
we’re going to expose that and expect you 

to change. Accountability also says that when 
you’re succeeding, you’ll get plenty of praise. 

I think it’s—I know No Child Left Behind 
has worked. And I believe this country needs 
to build upon the successes. The philosophy 
behind No Child Left Behind was, in return 
for money, there ought to be results. It’s 
pretty commonsensical, it seems like to me. 
That’s what the mayor asks when he is run-
ning his city. That’s what corporations ask: 
If we’re going to spend money, are we going 
to get a return on the money? That’s what 
our schools ought to be asking too. 

In other words, in return—and I—you 
know, I was an old Governor of a State. I 
didn’t particularly like it when the Federal 
Government got involved with my business. 
I felt Texas could pretty well handle it on 
her own. On the other hand, I recognize that 
if we’re spending Federal money, that we 
ought to be held to account for that money. 
And there’s some Federal money involved in 
education, and it makes sense for those of 
us in Washington to say, ‘‘Sure, we’ll spend 
it, but we want to make sure that that money 
is being spent for a good reason.’’ And there’s 
no better reason than to teach every single 
child how to read, write, and add and sub-
tract. 

And so we have set standards, expecta-
tions. And by the way, I believe if you have 
low expectations, you’re going to get lousy 
results. As a matter of fact, I know that’s 
what’s going to happen. But if you have high 
expectations, it’s amazing what can happen. 

This school, Horace Greeley, set high ex-
pectations. It’s easy to set low expectations, 
you know. It’s easy to consign a whole group 
of students to mediocrity. That’s the easy way 
out. What No Child Left Behind says is that 
we’re going to take the hard way. We’re going 
to set high standards, and then we’re going 
to measure to determine whether or not 
those standards are being met. It’s really im-
portant to measure. It’s also important to 
disaggregate results, which is like a fancy 
word for, we want to know whether or not 
each student is learning. We want to make 
sure that no child is left behind. 

Horace Greeley measures, and they meas-
ure for a reason. They want to know, first 
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of all, whether or not the curriculum is work-
ing, whether or not the instruction is work-
ing. And they also want to know whether or 
not they can—they need to tailor specific 
programs to meet the needs of specific chil-
dren. One reason this school is a blue ribbon 
school: It is not afraid of accountability. It 
views the accountability system as a tool to 
enhance excellence. And so do I. 

Now, the other thing that’s important is, 
is that the accountability system allows each 
school to know where it stands relative to 
another school. You know, from my time as 
Governor, I can remember parents saying, 
‘‘Oh, my school is doing just fine. I like my 
school, Governor.’’ And then all of a sudden, 
the test scores came out—sometimes a 
school wasn’t doing just fine. Sometimes— 
not sometimes, all the time, accountability 
lays out the truth. There’s nothing better, in 
my judgment, to making sure that we have 
a educated workforce and everybody has a 
hopeful future than to just lay out some sim-
ple truths. 

And one of the simple truths is, can this 
child read at grade level at the appropriate 
time? That’s a simple truth. Another one is, 
can the person add and subtract at the appro-
priate time? And if so, we’ll say thank you. 
And if not, the system ought to say, we better 
change early, before it’s too late. 

I found too often that in some schools, like 
in my State, it was just easy to move them 
through, you know; let’s just shuffle people 
through. That’s why—I can remember some-
body standing up and saying, ‘‘No Child Left 
Behind Act is really one of the civil rights— 
it’s a civil rights piece of legislation,’’ because 
this person was sick and tired of the day when 
people were just moved through the school 
system, without wondering whether or not 
the child could read and write and add and 
subtract. 

Test results are all a part of making sure 
we achieve a great national goal, and that 
is, every child be at grade level by 2014. The 
other thing it does is, as you measure, it lets 
us know how we’re doing as a nation. There’s 
an achievement gap in America that’s just not 
acceptable. That means Anglo students are 
more proficient at reading than Latinos or 
African Americans. It’s just not acceptable 
for our country. It’s an indication to me that 

there is something wrong, and it needs to 
be addressed now. 

And so—but we measure for that reason. 
We want to know whether or not this Nation 
is going to be competitive and whether or 
not it’s going to be hopeful. And the achieve-
ment gap said, here’s a problem. But the 
good news is, is that because of high stand-
ards and accountability throughout this coun-
try, the achievement gap is closing. We have 
what’s called a National Report Card. One 
of Margaret’s jobs is to herald the successes 
or failures of the National Report Card. 
Eighth graders set a record high for math 
scores last year. Our fourth graders are— 
more and more fourth graders are learning 
to read at grade level. Scores for minority 
and poorer students are reaching alltime 
highs in a number of areas, and the achieve-
ment gap is closing. If we didn’t measure, 
we wouldn’t know; we’d be just guessing, and 
it’s not worthwhile to guess when a child’s 
future is at stake. 

The other thing that’s interesting about 
measurement is that when you find a prob-
lem, there will be resources like after-school 
tutoring to help a child address those prob-
lems. And it’s important to do this early, rath-
er than late. People who have been involved 
in education can tell you that a school system 
that doesn’t test and doesn’t measure often-
times wakes up at the end of the process and 
says, ‘‘We need remedial education as the 
child heads into high school or out of high 
school.’’ That’s just not acceptable anymore. 
The world is too competitive to have a lax 
system in place. And we don’t now, with No 
Child Left Behind. 

And so now is the time for Congress to 
reauthorize it. I’m sure a lot of people look 
around the country and say, it’s impossible 
for Congress and the President to work to-
gether. I strongly disagree. We worked to-
gether to get the bill written in the first place, 
and I believe we can work together to get 
it reauthorized. If it’s not reauthorized, then 
I’ve instructed our Secretary to move forward 
on some reforms or to analyze reforms that 
she can do through the administrative proc-
ess. If Congress passes a bill that weakens 
the accountability system in the No Child 
Left Behind Act, I will strongly oppose it and 
veto it because the act will continue on. In 
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other words, this act isn’t expiring; it just 
needs to be reauthorized. 

And what are some of the things we can 
do? Margaret has been listening to Members 
of Congress, but equally importantly, she’s 
been listening to Governors and local school 
boards. We need to increase the flexibility 
for our States and districts. We don’t want 
the No Child Left Behind Act to be viewed 
as something that hamstrings innovation. 
There ought to be flexibility in the system. 
We’re going to provide help for struggling 
schools—extra help. We want to make sure 
that a high school degree means something. 
We don’t want people getting out of high 
school and it’s not meaning something. 

She’s been talking with Members of Con-
gress to give schools credit for growth and 
achievement that individual students make 
from year to year—in other words, flexibility 
in the accountability system without under-
mining the core principle of accountability. 
We’re going to implement a more accurate 
system for measuring high school dropout 
rate and make it easier for our students to 
enroll in the tutoring programs. There are 
things we can do, and must do, by working 
together. 

I am optimistic about the country because 
I come to places like Horace Greeley Ele-
mentary School, a little center of excellence; 
a place where, you know, some might say, 
‘‘Well, these kids can’t possibly achieve such 
high standards.’’ But, in fact, they are. This 
is a school that’s got a significant number of 
Latinos whose families may not speak 
English as a first language. This is a school 
where there’s some newly arrived to our 
country here. This is a school that is exceed-
ing expectations because of high standards 
and using the accountability system as a tool 
to make sure that no child is left behind. 

It is my honor to be with you. Thank you 
for letting me come and share our philosophy 
about how to achieve educational excellence 
for every student. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Carlos G. Azcoitia, prin-
cipal, Horace Greeley Elementary School; Mayor 
Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL; Rufus Williams, 
president, Chicago Board of Education; and Arne 
Duncan, chief executive officer, Chicago Public 
Schools. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Chicago 2016 Bid Committee 
and United States Olympic 
Committee Members in Chicago 
January 7, 2008 

I want to thank the members of the 2016 
Chicago bid to get the Olympics. Listen, Mr. 
Mayor, you and your committee have put to-
gether a great plan. It’s a plan that will make 
America proud. 

They say that the Olympics will come to 
Chicago if we’re fortunate enough to be se-
lected, but really it’s coming to America. And 
I can’t think of a better city to represent the 
United States than Chicago. 

This is a well-thought-out venue. There 
will be—the athletes will be taken care of. 
People who will be coming from around the 
world will find that this good city has got 
fantastic accommodations and great res-
taurants. It will be safe. 

And so I—this country supports your bid 
strongly. And our hope is that the judges will 
take a good look at Chicago and select Chi-
cago for the 2016 Olympics. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at the 
Union League Club of Chicago. In his remarks, 
he referred to Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chi-
cago, IL. 

Remarks on the National Economy in 
Chicago 
January 7, 2008 

Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. I’m glad to be here with 
the members of the Illinois Chamber. Mr. 
Mayor, thank you very much. You’ve given 
me a lot to do today. [Laughter] 

First thing is, the mayor runs the school 
system. And I went by Horace Greeley Ele-
mentary, and the reason I did is because 
Horace Greeley is a blue ribbon school. I 
remember awhile back, everybody was a blue 
ribbon school. But that’s not the way it is 
these days because we’re judicious in who 
gets awarded a blue ribbon school. A blue 
ribbon school is one which sets high stand-
ards and measures and achieves results. 
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